


You can enjoy a day at the track without

ever approaching the betting window:

Magnificent thoroughbreds pounding

around our manicured oval. The brilliant

colors of the riders’ silks. The pleasure of

friends’ company on a sunny summer

afternoon. It’s all good.

But if you want your pulse to race, 

try putting down a wager on your favorite

filly. This little book is designed to help

you improve your odds. 

Y O U  B E T  I T ’ S  F U N .
How to thoroughly enjoy thoroughbred racing
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Pari-mutuel wagering means “wagering

among ourselves.” Payoffs are based

solely on the amount of money bet on each

horse. Finger Lakes Racetrack has no

interest in which horse finishes first.  

In fact, out of every dollar bet, 82¢ 

is returned to winning bettors. The

remaining 18¢ is distributed amongst 

the horsemen (in the form of purse

money), the racetrack, the New York 

State Breeding and Development 

Fund, and, of course, taxes.

AM I PLAYING AGAINST THE HOUSE?
W h e re  d o e s  t h e  m o n ey  g o ?

A p p r o x i m a t e  w a g E R I N G  D O L L A R  D I S T R I B U T I O N

YOU’RE UP AGAINST OTHER 
BETTORS, NOT THE TRACK.

82¢
RETURNED TO WINNING

BETTORS

8.8¢
PURSES

8.2¢
TRACK

1¢
OTHER
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B E T T I N G  I N T U I T I V E LY

Whether you make your picks after a careful

study of the horses, the track, and the weather

conditions, or if you just pick your favorite

numbers, how you place your wager is the same.

Later in this guide we’ll explain exactly

how to place your bet with a teller. It’s a 

quick and simple exchange in which you

identify the track and race number,

the type and amount of your wager, and,

of course, the number(s) of the horse(s)

you’re betting on.

D E T E R M I N I N G  Y O U R  W A G E R ?

When you bet on a horse to 

Win, you collect only if your 

horse wins. Simple enough.

But if you bet your horse to 

Place, you collect for a first- 

or second-place finish. 

And if you bet to Show,

you collect if the horse finishes 

first, second, or third. 

Of course, payoffs for Place and

Show are generally lower since there

are more chances to collect. 

TALK LIKE A HANDICAPPER.
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ODDS PAYs
1 - 9 $2.10
1 - 5 $2.40
2 - 5 $2.80
1 - 2 $3.00
3 - 5 $3.20
4 - 5 $3.60
1 - 1 $4.00
6 - 5 $4.40
7 - 5 $4.80
3 - 2 $5.00
8 - 5 $5.20
9 - 5 $5.60
2 - 1 $6.00
5 - 2 $7.00
3 - 1 $8.00
7 - 2 $9.00
4 - 1 $10.00
9 - 2 $11.00
5 - 1 $12.00

To figure payouts above 5-1, just double the first number and add 2.  

$2.00 WIN PAYOFFS CHART.

The odds listed in the program are 

the morning line odds and will change as

bets are placed. Payoffs will be determined

by the odds that stood as the race began.

Watch the tote boards (located in the

paddock and infield of the track) or the 

in-house television for the latest odds. 

A TIP TO THE WISE

Keep an eye and ear to the in-house 

televisions. Track handicappers will 

be offering up-to-the-minute insights 

throughout the day.

W H AT  A R E  T H E  O D D S ?
The difference between a ‘lock’ and a ‘snowball’s chance’
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Along with Win, Place, and Show, you can

place a bet in the following ways (as the degree

of difficulty increases, the payoffs generally

follow suit):

ACROSS THE BOARD: Equal bets to Win, Place,

and Show on a single horse.

EXACTA: Pick the horses that come in first and

second in a race in exact order.

TRIFECTA: Pick the first three finishers in a race

in exact order.

SUPERFECTA: Pick the first four finishers in a

race in exact order. 

DAILY DOUBLE: Your horses must finish first in

each of two consecutive designated races.

PICK 3: Pick the winners of three races in a row.

PICK 4: Pick the winners of four races in a row.

PICK 5: Pick the winners of five races in a row.

More ways to wager.

F I G . 3 6 : WA G E R I N G  T E R M I N O L O G Y

ACCURATE SPEECH – ACCURATE WAGER

Although you can wager on a race right 

up until the the final moments before the

horses leave the gate, it’s best to leave plenty

of time to place your bet comfortably. 

To place a bet, tell the mutuel ticket seller:
1) The track and race number (simulcasts from other

tracks are run throughout the day, so this is important) 

2) The amount you wish to wager (minimum $2)

3) The type of wager you are making (see the 
adjacent page)

4) The number(s) of the horse(s) you are betting on

Check your ticket before leaving the window. 

Hold your ticket until the race results are official. 

Horses can be disqualified.

H O W  D O  Y O U  P L A C E  A  B E T ?



The Finger Lakes Official Program provides a complete rundown of the participants in each race.

Here you’ll find the necessary statistical information to make an informed wager.

DISTANCE Check past
performance lines to
see how the horse did
in races of similar
length. Some horses
like sprints (races less
than one mile), while
others prefer routes
(longer than one mile). 

OFFICIAL NUMBER This 
is the official program
number of the horse,
with the morning line
odds listed to the right of 
it. You'll need the official
number to make a wager.

RACE NUMBER AND TYPE
Race classifications 
in ascending order 
are Maiden, Claiming,
Allowance, Handicap,
and Stakes.

JOCKEY The best jockeys usually ride the 
best horses and win the most races. The
jockey’s performance stats—the number of
races, and first-, second-, and third-place
finishes—are shown in parentheses. There’s 
a chart comparing top Finger Lakes jockeys 
in your official program, as well. 

CLASS RATING
Calculated on a scale
of 50 - 100. It represents
an average of the class
for a horse’s last 10
races. The higher the
number, the better the
horse has run recently.

PAST PERFORMANCES
Indicates how a horse
has performed in recent
outings. See next page
for explanation.

TRAINERS Some trainers win a remarkable perc-
entage of their races. Their record is in parentheses. 
You’ll also find a listing of Finger Lakes’ most 
successful trainers in your official program.

SCRATCHES Horses withdrawn from any given
race are announced throughout the day and
can be found on the infield message board
and in-house television system. 

TYPES OF WAGERS
Betting options other than
Win, Place, or Show for 
this race.

H O W  T O  I M P R O V E  Y O U R  C H A N C E S .  
y o u r  p r o g r a m  pay s  o f F



12 13

DATE 
OF RACE

RACE 
NUMBER/ 

TRACK

POST
POSITION

HORSE’S POSITION 
WITHIN THE FIELD 

The smaller number is 
the number of lengths 

the horse was behind the
leader at that point. If the

horse was winning, it
reflects how far ahead of

the next horse it was.

THE JOCKEY

TOTAL WEIGHT
CARRIED 

Including jockey,
saddle, etc.

COMMENT

TOTAL HORSES IN
THE FIELD

TOP THREE 
FINISHERS

Small number next 
to name reflects the
margin in front of the

next finisher.

Performance 
on specific 

track surfaces;
earnings under

these conditions
and distances. 

Number of 
races; first-,

second-, and third-
place finishes;
total earnings 
of the horse.

TYPE OF RACE/ 
CONDITIONS

MSW = MAIDEN SPECIAL
WEIGHT

MCL = MAIDEN CLAIMING

CLM = CLAIMING

STR = STARTER ALLOWANCE

ALW = ALLOWANCE

HCP = HANDICAP

STK = STAKE

SPEED NUMBER
(Computer-generated, 

not MPH.) The higher the
number, the faster the

horse was running.

PACE NUMBER
The higher the pace
number, the quicker

the overall pace 
of the race.

TRACK
CONDITIONS
Some horses
perform very

differently, given 
the conditions. 

FT = FAST
GD = GOOD

WF = WET FAST
MY = MUDDY
SY = SLOPPY

LENGTH OF RACE
An “f” means furlong

(which is 1/8 mile) and
the small number next
to the “1” indicates

how many fractions of
a mile past one mile 

the race was.

LEADERS’ TIMES
Race leaders’ time at

specific intervals of race.
Final entry is winning

time for that race.

HORSE RECORD
PAST PERFORMANCE NOTATIONS.

S e e  w h a t  y o u r  h o R s e  h a s  b e e n  u p  t o
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Cost of box wagers*

Exacta $1 unit $2 unit

2-Horse Box $2 $4

3-Horse Box $6 $12

4-Horse Box $12 $24

trifecta

3-Horse Box $6 $12

4-Horse Box $24 $48

superfecta

4-Horse Box $24 $48

5-Horse Box $120 $240

*There is no limit on the number of horses that 

you may box in a race. Your cost is determined by 

the number of combinations covered in your wager,

multiplied by the dollar unit bet.

$1 unit bets pay 1/2 of the regular payoff.

a dva n c e d  wag e ri n g  o p t i o n s : e xo t i c s

Box wagers, available in $1 units, are 

very popular when selecting more than one

horse, as in an Exacta, Trifecta, etc. When

you box a bet, you collect if your selected

horses finish in any order among the top

positions that your wager covers. For

example, an Exacta Box 1-2 is a winner with

the 1 and 2 finishing first and second in any

order. Likewise, a Trifecta Box of 1-2-3

collects as long as the 1, 2, and 3 horses all

finish in the top three in any order.

To place a boxed bet, say the dollar unit in which you would like to bet

($1, $2, etc.), the type of bet, box, and the numbers. (i.e. “Finger

Lakes, Race 2, $1 Exacta box 1 and 2.”). Total cost is $2.

B O X I N G .
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Wheeling is another option available in 

$1 units. A wheel allows you to combine 

the horse(s) you like with the rest of the field.

A “$1 Exacta Wheel, #7 with all” in an 

eight-horse field would cost $7 ($2 unit bet

would cost $14), and cover all possible

Exacta combinations with #7 winning. 

You could also wager for any horse in the

field to finish first, with the #7 second. 

That would be “Exacta Wheel, all with #7.”

In a Trifecta, if you wanted the 1 to finish first, the 3 to take

second, and were unsure about the remainder of a eight-horse field,

you could wager a “$1 Trifecta Wheel, 1 with 3 with all” for $6.

W H E E L I N G .
a dva n c e d  wag e ri n g  o p t i o n s : e xo t i c s

If you eliminate horses from contention, 

part-wheeling allows you the flexibility of

choosing as many combinations as you want,

without wagering on the entire field. 

In a Trifecta, for example, if you feel the 1 or 7

will win the race or finish second, and the 5 or

6 will finish third, you could make your wager

as “$1 Trifecta Part-Wheel, 1,7 with 1,7 with

5,6” for $4. ($2 unit bet would cost $8.)

Just as with any exotic wager, your cost is always determined by the

dollar unit of your bet, multiplied by the number of combinations it

covers. All exotic wagers can be wheeled in similar fashion.

PA R T- W H E E L I N G .
a dva n c e d  wag e ri n g  o p t i o n s : e xo t i c s
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FINGER LAKES GAMING & RACETRACK

FUN FACTS

1. Finger Lakes is the first racetrack in the 
nation with a horse adoption center on the 
premises. The Finger Lakes Thoroughbred 
Adoption Program (otherwise known as 
Purple Haze) is a non-profit organization that 
cares for retired race horses while helping to 
arrange for their adoption.

2. Prior to each race, the horses will come 
down the chute and parade around the  
paddock. It’s important not to make any  
loud or sudden noises, because the horses  
can be easily startled.

3. The horses are given a saddlecloth with  
a number. The number generally corresponds 
to their starting position, which is randomly 
selected prior to a race.

4. When you hear the track announcer  
call “post time,” that means it’s time for  
the race to start.

5. Jockeys typically weigh under 100 lbs 
but they are highly conditioned world-class 
athletes.

6. Bred and trained for racing, thorough-
breds are aged typically between 2 and 10 
years old. Most live on the backside where 
you see the stables and barns.

7. By becoming a Player Extras Member,  
you can earn points on your wagers, just 
like you would on the Gaming Floor. Points 
can be redeemed for free programs, food,  
and merchandise. Best of all, Members are 
eligible to participate in contests, giveaways, 
and drawings held throughout the year.  
Sign up at the Player Extras booth located  
on the Gaming Floor!     
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MAIDEN RACE
A race exclusively for horses

that have never won.

CLAIMING RACE
Horses entered are eligible 

to be purchased (claimed) 

by an accredited owner 

for the claiming price listed

in the program. 

ALLOWANCE RACE
Horses competing in

Allowance races are

generally more accomplished

than those in Maiden or

Claiming races. Keep that 

in mind when comparing 

past performance. 

HANDICAP RACE
A race where the 

Racing Secretary has

assigned each horse 

to carry varying 

amounts of weight,

essentially “evening 

the playing field.”

STAKES RACE
The highest class of 

race reserved for the best

horses. Owners typically 

pay an entry fee to

nominate, enter, and run

their horses.The Kentucky

Derby is an example 

of one of America’s 

greatest stakes races.  

GLOSSARY GLOSSARY

ENTRY
When two or more 

horses in the same race

have common owners or

trainers, they may be

required to compete as a

coupled entry (i.e., 1 and

1A). A wager on one part 

of the entry automatically

constitutes a wager 

on other part(s). 

FURLONG
1/8 of one mile. 

MORNING LINE
An educated 

projection of how 

the public will wager.

PADDOCK
Where horses are 

prepped and jockeys 

mount their rides before

entering the track. 

POST TIME
The starting time for a race.

PURSE
The prize money distributed

to owner, trainer and jockey.

Generally, the higher the

purse, the better the race.

POST PARADE
Horses going past the

stands on their way to 

the starting gate.  

SMRET GNICAR DERBHGUOROHT 3:.89.GIF



Must be 18 to enter Gaming Floor, play Video Gaming Machines, wager on horse racing, or dine at any 
Gaming Floor facility. Please play responsibly. If gambling is a problem for you or someone you care about, 
please call the 24-hour toll free helpline at 1-877-8 HOPE NY. © 2016 Finger Lakes Racing Association, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Some restrictions may apply. See official rules for details. 

P.O. Box 25250 • Farmington, NY 14425
585-924-3232 • FingerLakesGaming.com


